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DETERMINERS: CONCEPT & CLASSIFICATION

Comprehensive Rules & Expanded Usage Examples aligned with CBSE Curriculum

What is a Determiner?

A determiner is a word placed before a noun to modify, specify, or introduce it. It indicates whether the noun is general or
specific, singular or plural, and how much/many of it exists. Unlike adjectives, determiners do not describe internal qualities of a
noun; they restrict its reference.

MAJOR CATEGORIES OF DETERMINERS

Category Key Determiners Function & Context

1. Articles A, An (Indefinite) Indicates general identity (A/An) or specific/unique
The (Definite) identity (The).

2. Demonstratives This, That, These, Those Points out specific nouns based on physical or

temporal distance.

3. Possessives My, Your, His, Her, lts, Our, Their Shows ownership or relationship to the noun.
4. Quantifiers Some, Any, Much, Many, Little, Few, All, Indicates quantity, degree, or distribution with
Each, Every, Either, Neither countable/uncountable nouns.

1. Articles (Definite & Indefinite)

Rules: Use a/an before singular countable nouns. Use ‘a’ before consonant sounds and 'an’ before vowel sounds. Use ‘the’ for specific
objects, unique entities, superlatives, and geographical features.

- Vowel Sound vs Consonative Sound: An honest officer signed a European treaty.

'honest’ has silent 'h' (vowel sound) — An | 'European’ has 'yoo' sound — A

- Initial Abbreviations: He is an IAS officer, while his brother is a CBSE co-ordinator.

'IAS' starts with 'eye' sound (vowel) — An | 'CBSE' starts with 'see’ sound (consonant) — A

- Definite (Unique & Geographical): The Ganga flows through the northern plains, while the Himalayas stand to the north.

Used before rivers, mountain ranges, and unique geographical structures.

« Second Mention Rule: | bought a novel yesterday. The novel describes the Indian freedom struggle.

First mention of noun — A (indefinite) | Subsequent mention — The (definite)

2. Quantifiers: Much, Many, Some, Any

Rules: Much (uncountable) & Many (countable). Some (positive statements/offers) & Any (negatives & questions).

« Much vs Many: There isn't much time left before the exam, but we have completed many chapters.

‘time' = Uncountable (much) | 'chapters' = Countable Plural (many)

- Some vs Any (Basic): Did you find any mistakes in the passage? | corrected some errors yesterday.

‘any’ in interrogation | 'some’ in positive assertion

- Some in Polite Requests: Would you like some hot tea? Could you lend me some cash?

Use 'some’ (not 'any’) in offers or requests where an affirmative answer is expected.
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- Any in Negative Conditions: If you face any difficulty during registration, contact the desk.

Use 'any’ after conditional clauses ('if') or negative adverbs (‘hardly’, 'barely’, 'without’).

3. Distinction: Little / Few Expressions

Rules: Use Little / A little / The little for Uncountable nouns. Use Few / A few / The few for Countable nouns.

Type Uncountable (Quantity) Countable Plural (Number) Meaning

Negative Little Few Hardly any / Almost none

Positive A little A few Some / A small amount or number
Specific The little The few Not much/many, but all that is available

- Little (Negative Uncountable): There is little hope of his recovery after the severe surgery.

Meaning: Almost no hope at all (uncountable noun 'hope’).

- A Little (Positive Uncountable): Add a little milk to the tea before boiling.

Meaning: A small quantity of milk (uncountable).

- The Little (Specific Uncountable): He spent the little money he had saved for his daughter's education.

Meaning: Not much money, but all that was available.

- Few vs A Few (Countable): Few candidates cleared the cutoff, but a few students qualified for the interview.

'Few' = almost none | 'A few' = a small number of candidates.

» The Few (Specific Countable): The few books remaining on the shelf were donated to the school library.

Meaning: A small number of books, but all of those specific remaining ones.

4. Distributives: Each, Every, Either, Neither

Rules: Each (individual of a limited group, 2 or more) | Every (group as a whole, 3 or more) | Either/Neither (one or none of two
options).

- Each vs Every: Each member of the committee signed the document. Every citizen must respect the national flag.

'Each’ emphasizes individuals separately | 'Every' refers to all collectively as a whole.

- Either (One of Two): You can park your vehicle on either side of the road.

Meaning: On one side or the other side (out of 2 sides).

- Neither (None of Two): Neither allegation against the officer was proven true in court.

Meaning: Not the first nor the second allegation (takes a singular verb).

5. Demonstratives & Possessives

Rules: This / These (near in distance/time) | That / Those (far in distance/time) | My, Your, His, Her, Its, Our, Their (Ownership).

- Demonstratives: This project requires immediate attention, whereas those files can be reviewed later.

'This' = singular near item | 'Those' = plural distant items.

- Possessives: The team celebrated its victory, while our school received the trophy.

'its' shows collective unit ownership | 'our’' shows plural group ownership.
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